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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/627,194 



Examiner 

HOAN C. NGUYEN 



AppilcanUsT 

SAKAI ET AL. 



Art Unit 

2871 



"Ts"eD statutory period for REPLV is set to expire a MONTH,S, PROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. ^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^ ^^p,^ ,3 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on • 

r-, . r-iMAi 2h^n This action is non-final. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 12 Claim(s) ^ a 7 and 13-15 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s)4 is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 

are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

90 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)nThedrawing(s)fi.edon is/are: a)^ accepted or bO objected to by the Exam.ner. 



6)P Claim{s). 
?)□ Claim(s) 
8)D Claim(s). 



le arawingvs; . 

ADDlicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held .n abeyance. See 37 CFR 1^85(a). 
Applicant may noT q is- aO approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is. a)U approveu 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 
12)0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

TaD AoKnowledgme.. Is made o, a claim for foreign priority under 35 u s e, S 1 19(aHd, or (0. 

a)DAll b)D Some*c)D None of. 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. • 

3 □ copies of the certified copies of the pnority ^^'^ 

.SeelattkfdSS^^^^^^^ 
See the atiacneo aewi.c o = ■ i o r 6 11 9(e^ (to a provisional application). 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a p 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional aPPHca^o" ^-^^ 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or . 

Attachment(s) Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s) • 

Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) Notlceoflnfonrial Patent Application (PTO-152) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948 ^ ^ 

3) □ infomialion Disclosure Statenient(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) ■ 6)U ^^^-^ 
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Part of Paper No. 20 
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Art Unit: 2871 

NOTICE OF NON-RESPONSIVE AMENDMENT 



Response to Amendment 

The reply filed on June 2, 2003 is not fullv responsive to the prior Office Action 
because of the following matter (See 37 CFR 1.111): 



The amendment filed on June 2, 2003 amends claims 3, 6 and submits new 
claims 13-15, and presenting ALL claims drawn to an invention having different scopes 
than the scope of the invention oriainallv presented . See Election/Restrictions below. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, amended clai ms 3. 6-7 and new claims 13-15 
are withdrawn from consideration as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 
CFR 1 .142(b) and MPEP § 821 .03. 

Therefore, there are no claims left for examining in this application. 

A request for continuing examination would be proper in order for the subject 
matters recited in the amended claims 3, 6 and newly added claims 13-15 be examined. 
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Election/Restrictions 



This application contains claims directed to tlie following patentably distinct species of 
the claimed invention: 

A. Claims 6 and 14 drawn to a step of forming a bypass for a broken gate line by 
forming an alternative conductive path through a pixel electrode and a source electrode. 

B. Claim 1 3 drawn to a step of fonning a bypass for a broken gate line by 
connecting oate line to a pixel electrode and storage capacitor line . 

C. Claim 1 5 drawn to a step of forming a bypass for a broken gate line by 
connecting a gate line to a pixel electrode and drain bus line . 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is 
finally held to be allowable. Currently, the amended claim 3 considers being generic of 
the amended claim 6 and the new claim 13 and 14. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or othenA^ise include 
all the limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1 .141 . If claims 
are added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the 
elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a) 

Amended claims 3. 6 and new claims 13-15 are directed to an invention that is 
independent or distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: 
Amended claims 3. 6 and new claims 13-15 now include a limitation "forming a bypass 
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for a broken gate line by separating the gate line fronn or connecting the gate line to a 
pair (at least two) of (a) a drain electrode and a s ource electrode, or (b) a source 
electrode and pixel electrode or a gate line to a pixel electrode and drain bus line (or 
drain electrode) or a drain electrode and a source electrode " etc. etc., which was not 
originally presented. As originally presented, the Examiner has considered and 
examined only the originally presented claims, which have "forming a bypass for a 
broken gate line by separating the gate line from or connecting the gate line from or to 
( each of ) a drain electrode or a source electrode of TFT or a pixel electrode or storage 
capacitor line" (claim 3) and " forming an altemative conductive pa th through a pixel 
electrode " (claim 6). 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, amended claims 3. 6 an d new claims 13-15 are 
withdrawn from consideration as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 
1.142(b) and MPEP§ 821.03. 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a diligently-filed petition under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 
1.17(h). 
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Art Unit: 2871 

Furthermore, in previous Response to Election of Species Requirement on 
1/21/2003, applicant's election witliout traverse of Species A (claims 1, 2, 3, 6 and 7) in 
Paper No. 16 is acknowledged. Applicant cancelled claims 1, 2, 4, 5 and 9-11 in Paper 
No. 17(2/17/2003). 

Since claim 7 depends on claim 6, therefore, it also is withdrawn from 
consideration as being directed to a non-elected invention of claim 6. 



Since the above-mentioned reply appears to be bona fide, applicant is given 
ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing date of this notice, whichever 
is longer, within which to supply the omission or correction in order to avoid 
abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MOAN C. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (703) 
306-0472. The examiner can normally be reached on MONDAY-THURSDAY:8:00AM- 
4:30PM. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0530. 



Conclusion 
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